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Scope and Mission
ABHIGYAN is committed to providing a high-quality scholarly platform for the dis-
semination of original, innovative and impactful research. The journal promotes academic
excellence, critical inquiry, interdisciplinary dialogue and the exchange of knowledge among
researchers, academicians, scholars and students.

Aims and Scope

ABHIGYAN is an annual, peer-reviewed, national, multidisciplinary journal pub-
lished in English and Assamese under the auspices of the Dikhowmukh College Publica-
tion Cell. The journal provides an inclusive platform for researchers, academicians, scholars
and students to disseminate original research and scholarly contributions. It welcomes original
research articles, review articles, and other relevant scholarly works in the fields of Arts, Social
Sciences and Humanities as well as emerging and interdisciplinary areas of research.

The journal encourages submissions that demonstrate originality, academic rigor, critical
engagement and relevance to contemporary issues. It seeks to foster meaningful intellec-
tual dialogue and contribute to the advancement and dissemination of knowledge across
diverse academic disciplines. The Dikhowmukh College Publication Cell is pleased to
announce the inaugural Volume 01, Issue 01 of ABHIGYAN, scheduled for publication in
July 2026, commemorating the Establishment Day of Dikhowmukh College.

Open Access Policy

ABHIGYAN follows an Open Access publishing model, ensuring that all published
scholarly content is freely and universally accessible to readers without subscription or
paywall barriers. The journal recognizes open access as an important means of promoting
the wider dissemination, visibility and accessibility of scholarly research. It facilitates the
sharing of knowledge, encourages academic collaboration and supports meaningful intel-
lectual engagement among researchers, academicians, students and the wider academic
community.

Through its Open Access policy, ABHIGYAN aims to make quality scholarly re-
search accessible to readers irrespective of geographical, institutional or economic barri-
ers thereby contributing to the broader advancement and democratization of academic
knowledge.

Publisher Details : Dikhowmukh College Publication Cell
Dikhowmukh College,Gaurisagar-785664, Sivasagar, Assam, India
Email : abhigyan@dikhowmukhcollege.in



Message from Principal

Dikhowmukh College has been making a significant contribution to the promotion of
quality higher education not only in the greater Dikhowmukh area but also across Assam.
A considerable number of students, teachers, and staff members of the college have ex-
pressed their thoughts and ideas through original, analytical, and research-oriented writ-
ings in various fields. The articles published in newspapers, magazines and books have
undoubtedly enriched the treasure of language and literature while also strengthening the
academic and scientific community.

Iam delighted to learn that the Publication Cell of the College has taken the initiative
to publish a research journal titled ABHIGYAN. The articles included in the journal have
been reviewed by an expert panel and have been found to be of high academic quality. [
sincerely hope that in the coming days, the journal will attain greater recognition, including
ISSN accreditation and emerge as a reputed platform for scholarly research.

Research journals play a vital role in analysing various events and issues of life from
different perspectives through scientific observation and research methodology. They greatly
assist research scholars in their academic pursuits and contribute to the professional de-
velopment of teachers. Moreover, a healthy research environment in higher educational
institutions is essential for intellectual growth and academic excellence. A research journal
can inspire an intellectual movement and serve as an important document of a particular
period of time.

I'wish ABHIGYAN great success and hope that it will continue to flourish in both
quality and excellence. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone
associated with its publication.

With regards,

Dr. Ranjit Kumar Boruah
Principal,
Dikhowmukh College



Editorial

Higher education aims to impart quality education, and research is essential to ensuring
and enhancing that quality. Teachers in higher education are expected to engage actively in
research and related academic activities, as they carry significant responsibilities toward
society. In the modern educational landscape, research has become indispensable for the
development of new ideas, the advancement of knowledge, and the creation of an intellectual
environment. At the same time, teachers face the challenge of making education value-
based in today’s rapidly changing world.

The faculty members of Dikhowmukh College are deeply conscious of the
responsibilities they must shoulder in this evolving educational scenario. They have
continuously adapted themselves to the dynamic global society and have been sincerely
striving to make the college a centre of excellence in the greater Dikhowmukh region as
well as in Assam. Since research is a quintessential component in fostering an intellectual
environment within an academic institution, the Dikhowmukh College Publication Cell has
endeavoured to provide a platform for all stakeholders and research enthusiasts to publish
their authentic research papers through this Research Journal.

We hope that this volume of the Research Journal will assist academicians and scholars
in carrying out research in their respective fields of interest. Editing a research journal is
never an easy task, and in this regard, we express our sincere gratitude to everyone
whose support made the publication of this edition possible. We offer our heartfelt thanks
to Dr. Ranjit Kumar Boruah, Principal of Dikhowmukh College for his constant guidance
and support. We are also grateful to all the members of the Editorial Board for diligently
discharging the responsibilities entrusted to them. Our appreciation also extends to all the
contributors who responded to our requests from time to time and provided the necessary

support for the successful publication of this journal.

Dr Aditya Saikia
Mr Biraj Das
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Women Empowerment: The Gandhian Model

Mr. Champha Wangsu

Abstract: Today empowerment of women can be considered as most burning
issue in most of the societies of the world. Though, they constitute almost half of the
population of society, they are deprived of basic rights and liberties in their every
spheres of life. It is mainly due to the patriarchal oriented social customs, traditions,
norms and values prevailed in society since time immemorial. In the context of
India too, there were many examples of such social customs and rules in form of
widowhood, the Purdah system, dowry, child marriage, witch hunting. Such kind of
irrational social custom and traditions can be considered as major obstacles in the
way of empowerment of women in society. It can be argued that women
empowerment and total development of nation or society can never be sustained
without eradication of such social wrong committed against them. In this regard,
the Gandhi's doctrines relating women s rights and empowerment are highly relevant
today. In view of Gandhi, although he had great respect for the traditions of the

country but realized that certain custom and traditions of the Indian society was

The writer is an Assistant Prof., Dept. of Political Science
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anti-ethical to the spirit of development of the women of the nation. He quoted that
“If  was born as women, I would raise in rebellion against any pretension on the
parts of man that women is born to be his plaything. Gandhi also opined that
“Womanhood is not restricted to the kitchen, only when woman is liberated of the
kitchen that her true spirit may be discovered.” So Gandhi argues that only through
spreading education, employment opportunities and changing in social structure
can promote women empowerment in society. The present study has been made an
attempt to analyse the Gandhian philosophy and its relevancy relating to
empowerment of women. The study is primarily based on secondary sources of data
collected from autobiography, books, journals, pamphlets and newspapers.

Key Word s: Women, Empowerment, Gandhian Philosophy.

1. Introduction:

The empowerment of women is vital to the process of development of any nation or
country as whole. According to Sen and Batliwala “Empowerment is the process of enabling
or authorizing individual to think, take action and control work in an autonomous way. It is
the process by which one can gain control over one’s destiny and the circumstances of
one’s lives. Empowerment includes control over resources (physical human, intellectual
and financial) and over ideology (belief, values and attributes) According to Human
Development in South Asia “Women empowerment is a change in the context of a women’s
life which enables her increased capacity for leading a fulfilling human life”. The program
of action of the international conference on population and development stresses that the
empowerment and autonomy of women and improvement of their political, social,
economical and health status is both a highly important end in itself and necessary for
sustainable human development. 1 However, it is observed that though womenfolk constitute
almost half of the population of the country, they are often subjected to be oppressed and
exploitation and deprived of their basic rights and liberties in life. It is mainly due to the
patriarchal oriented social customs, traditions, norms and values prevailed in society since
time immemorial. In the context of India, especially after Vedic period, with the advent of

foreign rulers, the status of women was gradually started to decline by imposing certain
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kinds of social restrictions on women in form of the Sati, the Child marriage, the Purdah,
the Devadasi, the Jauhar and Widowhood system. Even today, such kind of irrational
practices against womenfolk in society are prevailing in different forms in society. For
example dowry death, witch hunting, triple talag, veil system and so on. Of course, during
the last part of the 19th century, some social reformers like Raja Rammohan Roy, Swami
Dayananda Swaraswati, Iswar Chandra Vidyasagarh etc. played a crucial role in terms of
eradicating such kind of social evil practices against women and succeeded to the some
extent. During 20th century, Gandhi as a major social and political reformer who also
played a vital role in attempting to eradicate the social wrongdoings committed against the
womenfolk of the country.

As he believed that society can develop rapidly if it takes all section of the people
together into its fold irrespective of rich and poor, high and low and both men and women
as well. In this regard, his concept of Sarvodoya is very much relevant which implies
good of all, service to all and welfare to all. He laid more emphasis on three factors such
education, employment opportunities and changing in social structure that promote the
empowerment of women.

2. Objectives of the study:

The present study has made an attempt to analyse and highlight the importance of
Gandhi’s views and ideas relating to the empowerment of women.

3. Methodology:

To this study, analytical methodology is applied and the views or ideas expressed by
Gandhi in his autobiography, books, pamphlets and other writers who wrote on Gandhian
Philosophy have been analyzed and discussed in this present study. The study is based on
both primary and secondary sources of data which are collected from books, journal,
magazine and newspapers.

4. Result and Discussion:

Gandhian Approach to women empowerment:

Gandhi is universally known as the most renowned theorist, philosopher and also the
practitioner of non-violence, truth, love, peace, tolerance and freedom. He was concerned

with equal uplfitment of poor deprived and the downtrodden section of society. Especially
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his views or ideas regarding the empowerment of marginalized women section are very
much relevant today. He visualized a great role for women in eradicating the social evil
wrongdoings against women. During the time of independence movement, he encouraged
the women to actively participate in the movement, to work concerning purity of life,
removal of untouchability, propagation of Khadi, communal harmony and Swadeshi. He
was of the opinion that women were the embodiment with qualities of sacrifice, silent
suffering, humility faith and knowledge. These were the qualities he expected for his
Satyagraha movement and Ahimsa.

In Gandhis’s words, “To call women the weaker sex is a libel, it is man’s injustice to
women”. For Gandhi women were not dolls or toys in the hand of men neither their
competitors. According to him “Intellectually, mentally and spiritually women is equivalent
to a male counterpart and he can participate in nation building process.2 Gandhi also
opined that “Womanhood is not restricted to the kitchen, only when woman is liberated of
the kitchen that her true spirit may be discovered.”

In view of Gandhi, for the sake of total development of the country or nation, proper
development of women section is most important aspect. He encouraged both men and
women to abolish those irrational social practices and restrictions which posed a great
threat to the empowerment of women. Instead of that Gandhi argues that women should
be provided education, employment opportunities as well as changing in social structure
that can promote the empowerment women in society.3 These factors are discussed as
below.

4.1. (A) Changing in social structure:

As Gandhi said changing in social structure is one of the important factors to liberate
women in society. It is observed that women are more subjected to be oppressed and
exploitation in society due to patriarchal oriented social custom, tradition, norms and values.
At present time also we have seen that the government of India has taken adequate
constitutional and legal measures to protect and provide basic rights and freedom for
women, but to the some extent some social custom and traditions often posed as great

obstacle in the way enjoying basic rights and freedom as enjoyed by male counterpart. It
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is evident that a number of witch hunting, dowry death cases are increasing, veil system,
restriction for entry into Masjid, Mandir are still practising in Assam and other parts of
India. It is also to be noted that in Nagaland women are still being deprived of active
participation in local administration due constitutionally vested especial power to Naga
society to maintain their customary law and procedure, administration of civil and criminal
justice involving decision according to Naga customary law etc. These provisions are
provided by the constitution of India under article 371(A).4 So some civil society’s
organization of Nagaland especially Naga Mothers’ Association has being playing a vital
role against such provisions and to change of such Naga custom and law as to enjoy equal
rights and to participate by women in various civil and judicial administration process.

In this regard, Gandhi’s views and ideas are very much relevant today. Mahatma
Gandhi said that women have been suppressed under social custom and law for which
man was responsible and in the shaping of which she had no hand. In view of Gandhi,
although he had great respect for the traditions of the country but realized that certain
custom and traditions of the Indian society was anti-ethical to the spirit of development of
the women of the nation. Women have equal mental abilities as that of men and equal right
to freedom. He argued that there must be mutual cooperation and consultation between
men and women in terms of framing social rules and conduct. He also asserted that the
blemishes referred represented in the Manusmriti should be removed and encouraged
every Indian men and women must to read Manusmpriti to know what great damage it has
done to women and Indian society.5 From such discussion it is understood that Gandhi
was ardent supporter of women’s liberation and empowerment in society which is much

important aspect of overall development of nation.
4.1. (B). Education and women empowerment:

As said by Gandhi, education can be considered as most potent tool in the
emancipation and empowerment of women. Generally education enables women not only
to more acquire knowledge and ideas about the outside of the world but also to get status,

selfreliance, courage and inner strength to face challenges, to procure job, supplement the
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income of family and to attain the social status. Moreover, educated women can play an
equally crucial role as men counterpart in terms of nation building.

So, Gandhiji also thought of spreading education among womenfolk to realize their
inborn tendencies and capacities and to stand against all kinds of discriminations, oppression
and exploitation in the way of life. He believed that education can help in transforming the
socio- economic structure that directly or indirectly affects the life of womenfolk. Now-a-
days the role of government and other stakeholders in case of promoting women education
is very crucial. The government has also adopted plan, schemes and policies for women
education and women empowerment as whole. The present ruling government has
introduced of new scheme “Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao” for survival, protection and

education of girl child is really praiseworthy in this regard.

4.1. (C). Employment opportunities to women:

It is observed that lack of employment opportunities and economic constraints is also
very much crucial factor that responsible for backwardness of women in society. As far as
the economic emancipation of women was concerned Gandhi felt that female folk could
be engaged in the cottage and small scale industries of the village such as spinning, broom,
basket and rope making and oil processing so that the rural women can supported to the
family income. Now-a-days, the government has more encouraged through facilitating

Micro Finance system to boost the economic empowerment of women in the country.

5. Conclusion:

From above discussion, it is understood that Gandhi attempted to eradicate the social
wrongdoing against women in society through ages. His view and ideas relating to the
empowerment of women is much relevant in present time. As Gandhi viewed, women
empowerment can never be attained unless our patriarchal social structure is altered. It
seen that women are constitute almost half of the population of the society, but their
participation in socio-economic and political arenas are not sufficient. To develop or

empower them in society, there is need to be changed of social attitude and mentality
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towards women and girls, spread of education, creating of awareness about their rights
and freedom, employment opportunities, positive role of media, strict vigilant of women’s
organizations, strict enforcement of laws and acts relating to women’s plight. Last but not
least, it can be argued that being an Indian Citizen it is our fundamental duties to develop

scientific temper and renounce the practice of derogatory to dignity of women in society. O
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Uses of Tobacco and Alcohol among Slum dwellers :
A Study onThree Towns of Assam

Dr. Pallabi Devi

Abstract:

Tobacco and alcohol, the two leading factors are correlated with health hazards in
slum areas. The present study is based on uses of tobacco and alcohol (intoxicating items)
among slum dwellers in urban areas. The word intoxicating items are mostly directed to
tobacco products and alcohol consumption. The objectives of the study were to examine
the uses of different kind of tobacco products and the factors associated with act of

dwellers deviant activities in slum areas. The three towns of Dibrugarh, Jorhat and Tinsukia

Note:

For the purpose of present study the words are used as (called as operational definition) :
Ever user: Respondents who have consumed tobacco and alcohol even once in their life.

Current user: Respondents who have consumed tobacco and alcohol even every day in
their life (it is applicable only field survey time).

Never user: Respondents who have never consumed tobacco and alcohol even once in
their life.

The Writer is an Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,
Dikhowmukh College, Moglow, Sibsagar
E-mail ID : pallabidevi9 1@gmail.com
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slums area under municipality board has purposively selected for the study. All the information
were collected either from the head of the household or from a responsible adult member.
Data was collected through in-depth interview of at least two to four key informers and
some case study about the respondent’s problems through the use of intoxicating items.

Keywords : Slum, Alcohol, Tobacco

1.0. Introduction :

Slum dwellers are playing an important role in city life. Most of slum areas are resided
with inner city forum and outskirt of the city. The positive and negative contribution would
be negotiated with the slum formation history. Thakur (1987) has analyzed that slums are
temporally settlements and who are not accumulated by expensive rented house. Therefore,
they have moved in one to another living place. He has also discussed the movement of
the dwellers. In that movement pattern of dwellers, Turner has defined three types like the
early transition, mid transition and late transition.

In the developing country like India, over the years the slums have emerged as an
integral such as controversial and almost unavoidable forms of urban morphology. As it
has been observed that over the years some deviant activities led by the slum’s environment.
Consequently, such type of activities has provoked with some criminal behavior and creates
some criminals in those areas and these activities tackle the problems of slum and their
urban environment.

One of the prominent Chicago Sociologist Zorbaugh, has illustrated the disintegration
and disorganization would be visible in the slums. Due to prostitute, criminal and out-laws
are created slums conflict of people to people. (Singh.et.al.2008) studied the slums of
Mumbai and substance use among of them. They have finalized that the high use of substance
and alcohol men become more effected HIV/AIDS and such diseases. On the other
hand, some types of cities, people have demanded that alcohol use is a tradition, but
alcohol abuse is a health problem. Due to incidence of health, most of the urban developing
countries the morbidity and mortality rate is also increased. Use of tobacco and consumption
ofbeddi/ cigarette, pan and gutkha is mostly addictive in nature and dangerous for health.
Mumbeai slum dwellers were highly consuming tobacco and other intoxicating items. Men
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and women both have used intoxicating items. About 250 million women in the world are

daily smokers. About 22% of women in developed countries used smoke tobacco.

2.0. Field and Methodology:

This study is carried out in three towns of Upper Assam, under Dibrugarh, Jorhat and
Tinsukia municipality board. Under these towns, nine slums were purposively selected
from notified and non-notified area. Each household from one adult member is selected
for the study. Therefore 5%o0f respondents from each slum household have been selected
and sum total 321. In the present study qualitative and quantitative methods has been
used. For the collection of data both primary and secondary sources were being used.
Primary sources of data comprised of interview schedule, focus group discussion, and
snowball sampling and observation method. Secondary sources of data were consisting
of various sources of books, municipality records, articles and so on.

The study has emphasized on both male and female. From the collection of data 164
(51.09%) respondents are female and 157 (49%) belongs to male.(For the purpose of
the study social evils also applied through the augmented social problems of slums. It has
referred to some kind of deviant activities after the tobacco users, high use of alcohol
creates over-crowding and promote such wife battering).

For the classification and analysis of data, SPSS for windows trial version 20

comprising of frequency and cross tabulation and chart has been used in the study.

2.1. Objectives:
1. Toexplain the uses of tobacco and other intoxicating items among of slum dwellers.
2. To analyzed the factors responsible for deviant activities through the high use of

intoxicating items.

3.0. Analysis and Findings
3.1. Uses of Tobacco:
Tobacco consumption among the slum dwellers in urban slum is an emerging public

health issue and over the years control of tobacco epidemic has become a major challenge
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towards our society. Adolescence of today’s era consume tobacco in a very high proportion.
Another study in context of Assam reveals that the use of tobacco among school going
adolescence is 26.5% which was much higher than the present study (Das, et.al 2017)

Throughout the world, 8 million people are killed each year due to the consumption
oftobacco products. More than 7 million deaths are the result of direct use tobacco; while
around 1.2 million people die of being non-smokers being exposed to second hand smoke
(Mackay& Erikson, 2002).

Tobacco is of two types-Smoking form and smoke less form. Cigarette is the most
common smoking product worldwide. Cigarette producing companies are always hazardous
to our health in an environment, but people still consume cigarette. The addiction of bhang
and ganga and other smoking products also hampers one’s health. Smokeless tobacco
products like gutkha, pan-masala, khaini and other traditional is highly addictive and
damaging to health. It contains many cancer-causing toxins and its use increases the risk
of cancers in head, neck, throat and various dental problems. The smokeless and smoking
tobacco items by both male and female in slums is discussed in the following figure.

Figure 1 : Percentage wise distribution of respondent’s current user
according to smoking forms of tobacco both male and female
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Sources: Primary

Figure 1 describes the intake of smoking and intoxicating items among the slum dwellers in
the selected slums. It is seen that in the slums of all the three selected towns, the percent-
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age of male consumers of cigarette are 22% and 27%. 9.14 percent of female. Beedi
users male are 27 percent where male and 9.14 percent of female user. Remaining 3
percent of ganza users are female and 35.03 percent are male. 75.40 percent of total

female (164 respondents) have not used any smoking form of tobacco.

3.1. Alcohol consumption among slum dwellers

Consumption of alcohol is a primary necessity of the society and a way to get relief
from mental and physical stress. But high alcohol consumption sometimes creates common
problems in our society as well. However, it depends on the pattern of drinking and the
amount of alcohol consumed by the body. Without proper observation and experiment,
drinking patterns could not be identified and at the very outset the quantity of alcohol is
also a major factor to assess the drunkards. So, he or she may be a drunkard but it
depends on how many times they drink, in what quantity and the time gap within each time
they drink.

In regard to alcohol consumption, a large group of population confronts different
health issues in the developing Countries as well as in developed. (Ghosh, et.al.2012)
discusses the consumption of alcohol among the slum dwellers of Calcutta. They have
clearly announced that chronic diseases like cancer, social consequences such as accidents,
workplace issues, family related problems and domestic violence are highly dominated by

Figure 2 : Percentage wise distribution of alcohol use both male and female
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alcohol consumption. Adult people and youth are mostly harmedby the high use of alcohol.

While for the people those are used to it; alcohol has become their basic need. Eventually,

56/| ABHIGYAN



it frequently harms the family and society. On the other hand, alcohol abuse is the man
killer in India. The present study claims that alcohol is the main problems in slums as the
slum dwellers consume the high amount of alcohol items.

From the above figure it has been seen the alcohol users among of slum dwellers in

urban environment. 78% of dwellers are male current alcohol user and only 5% of dwell-

ers are female.
Figure3: Percentage wise response of gambling activities
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Figure 3 depicted the nine selected slums, dwellers total percentage of response of
the gambling work. 44.23% of dwellers are associated with this activity. 55.76% of dwellers
have not involved with this activity.

Present study found that after use of alcohol, dwellers are so violent and behavior is
not good, and create hazard environment. Due to uses of alcohol and tobacco items
create such types of deviant activities in that environment respectively. Gambling is one of
them, in such area’s gamblers are hampers to the local people and present study observed
that many slum dwellers have used khaini and cigarette in that place. Therefore, the gambling
is not a profession; it is the way to interact on other deviant activities. Present study also
found that most of the grocery’s sale alcohol at cheap price. But other dwellers who have
not involved this kind of behavior, they were against to the selling of alcohol.

One of the important factors responsible for the high consume of alcohol and tobacco
is illiteracy. Many dwellers did not know about the consequence of their economic
background for the uses of intoxicating items. Secondly school drop-out children. After
dropping out some of them have engaged with parent’s occupation, some are with beggary
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occupation, particularly girls were forced to get married and some of them have associated
with planning and interaction with for deviant activities and act as criminal behavior with
known criminals. Therefore, the theft and pick-pocketing are increased day by day in
main town. Thirdly poor economic background, many of them engaged with daily wage
earner and their monthly income level is below 5000. But they are not responsible for
society and family, though they have consumed daily the intoxicating products. Fourthly
lack of recreational facilities is also an important factor. A fter working the whole day, they
have no leisure time and are not interested to solve the problems of family. So, to relieve
from the stress (45%) of dwellers uses alcohol. Due to drunkard nature, they have used
slang word and it hints to the lacking of family intimacy among of dwellers. Sometimes it
leads to the broken family too. The present study observed that some of cases in that
particular matter. Sometimes violence takes private therefore it is difficult to assist the
victims. Wife battering since it occurs within the family and is treated as a private matter.
There are several cases of wife battering due to abuse of alcohol and such deviant behavior.
Two such cases are below as illustrations:

One of the dwellers from Dibrugarh slums, aged 48 years migrated from Bihar. He
was arickshaw puller; he often consumes alcohol on daily basis; He is working as a casual
wage earner and his wife becomes a maid servant. Along with his family, he harassed his
wife both mentally and physically.

His wife stated that after marriage he was came to Assam and their accommodation
was not good. Then they have to stay at rental house till today. At present their house rent
is 1000 monthly, and their monthly income is below 5000. But the lack of space (one
room) and without electricity they have adjusted from 10 years. Poor background and
illiteracy are the main cause for that situation.

There is another case of Tinsukia, aged 20 years with 2 children. Her husband was
working as a driver and had the habit of coming home drunkard every night. She has
narrated her condition “I was finished my school education at class vii. My family was
very poor and we are 4 girls and 3 boys. When [ was 16 my parents forced me to get
marriage. My husband is a drunkard and coming home very late. [ spend all my time doing
housework. He beats me if I consulted my daily activities after he had arrived home. He
consumed alcohol most of the time. My husband does not allow me to come for health
check-up; if I consulted this matter to others, he beats me.”
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Conclusion:

From the above analysis and finding it can be concluded that with the use of alcohol
and other intoxicating consumption lead to the many problems among the dweller life and
their society. Present study observed that the high amount of slum dwellers are belongs to
outskirt of the town and their socio-economic condition is not good, health status is not
hygienic, economic status is low, educational status is not good, broken family are seen
and many problems of their society. O
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Role of Social Research
in Higher Education Institutions (HEI)

Dr. Erani Mohan

Abstract: Social research is an important part of knowledge gain. Social research
introduces to study of social phenomena as well as social problems gain to new knowledge
and verifying old facts. Higher education institutions contribute to a better future and
rethinking of a particular phenomenon. The role of research in an academic institution is
significant for its sustainability and development. It is an innovation of knowledge. In higher
education institutions, the quality of research work promotes diverse knowledge behind
the particular topic. Good social research is an extremely useful skill which helps in gathering
knowledge, analyzing information, thinking critically and renovating the mind. The Higher
Education Institution is important for developing human resources with social, economic,
political and other aspects. The lack of an encouraging academic environment, libraries,
and inadequate infrastructure is the dismal picture of research in higher education institutions.
This study is based on secondary data. This study attempts to know the role of innovative

social research in Higher Education Institutions as well as the challenges of HEL
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Introduction :

Higher Education Institutions (HEI) comprises all post-secondary education, training
and research guidance as education institutions. The universities, colleges are authorized
as institutions of higher education in public and private level. The HEI are primarily nodal
centers for academic research in India. The HEI helps student to engage not for latest
developments and information in the subject but also inculcate research mind among the
students which help them in their career.

Social research means scientific study of social problems, social phenomena to find
out new things and verify the old things. Social research takes major role in understating of
various concepts including idea and various aspects of human life. Researchers are study
various issues and problem with scientific procedures. Social research help to find out
hidden reality of society. Social researchers make scientific temperament for conducting
of research study. Social science research is a systematic method to find, analyze,
conceptualize of knowledge of particular phenomenon or social problems. It is logical
understanding of social phenomenon.

According to P.V. Young characterizes, ‘Social research as a scientific understanding
which by means of logical methods, aim to discover new facts or old facts and to analyze
their sequences, interrelationships, casual explanations and natural laws which govern them.

The assessment of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) has a long history where the
United States of America (USA) and the Europe have been pioneers. In the UK, the first
research assessment exercise and transformed into a research excellence framework from
2008. (Mukhopadhyay, et.al. :2018)

In twenty first Century, the relationship between higher education institution and
research added significance role to find out new fact and new data. Research is known as
centers of learning part in higher education institution. The Higher Education Institution
conducting research on systematic basis.

Academic Ranking of World Universities system starting from 2003, which has been
presenting the world top universities annually based on a set of objective indicators and

data. Global Higher Education Institution ranking agencies identify top universities with
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academic quality and research work. Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU)
mention four criteria about Global Higher Education Institution:
i.  Quality of Education
ii. Quality of Faculty
iii. Research Output
iv.  Per- capita performance
On the basis of ARWU ranking researchers are opine that the ranking systems give
importance to research performance could lead to deleterious effects on institutional diversity
and quality. (Mukhopadhyay, et.al. 2008)
Verillaud (2008) mention three trends are shaping education and research as a process:
I. Increase in international mobility in tertiary education, which is giving rise to
new modes of competition within higher education and research.
I1. Economic competition, which is now playing a key role in higher education
and research, and
II1. Competition amongst academic and research institutions, which is impacting

on their concentration, diversification and modernization.

Review of Literature:

Alemu, S.K. (2018), highlight importance of higher education system in Africa. This
article importance on the University role and function to improve research-based activities.

Bleiklie, I and Powell, W.W, (2005) focus on universities as a part of production of
knowledge in higher education institutions. The university is agent of transmission who
help given productivity and efficiency of the knowledge to the students. The universities
are taken role in knowledge production, knowledge generation and knowledge regimes.
The research, science and technology are the major source in higher education institutions.

Delaney, A.M. (1997), explain the current roles of institutional research among diverse
institution. This article highlights the implications of these roles for the education and training
of institutional researchers and proposes how the institutional research prepare in higher

education institutions.
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Morris, B. (1967) explain the educational research and its importance. The educational
research provides for planning of research activity. The educational research help to
judgment of basic idea about different topic.

Mukhopadhyay, P., et.al. (2018) focus on use the ranking of HEI as a measure of
quality. This study evaluates four Indian national ranking agency methodologies and proposes
an alternative framework for the ranking of HEISs in India.

Teichler, U. (1999), explain the relationship between higher education and research.
The aim of this article is focused the ways of mainstream research in industrialized societies.
The relationship between higher education and research are predominant with each other.
This article explains major problems and challenges of higher education institutions.

Verillaud, F (2008), explain new trend and fact of higher education and research in
twenty first century. This article describes the impact of higher education system in
globalization process. This article highlights the crucial role of technological sophistication

and knowledge economy in international competition.

Objectives of the Study:
i. To know the importance of social research in Higher Education Institutions
ii. To know the role of innovative social research in Higher Education Institutions
iii. Find out challenges of Higher Education Institutions.

Methodology :
This paper is totally based on descriptive method. This study based on secondary
data. Data are collected from books, journal, and other recorded sources.

Analysis:

The role of research in an academic institution is significant for its sustainability and
development. It is an innovation of knowledge. In higher education institutions, the quality
of research work promotes diverse knowledge behind the particular topic. Good social

research is an extremely useful skill which helps in gathering knowledge, analyzing
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information, thinking critically and renovating the mind. The Higher Education Institution is

important for developing human resources with social, economic, political and other aspects.

Role of Higher Education in Social Science Research:

i. Development of Human Resource: The Higher Education Institution help in
development of human resource. The HEI helps to introduce new knowledge on
different phenomena and problems of society. The social research help to get reform
of human resource.

ii. Knowledge transformation: The social science research simply identifies as
findings new data and verify the existing data. Therefore, the social research helps to
gain new knowledge and transformation of human society.

iii. Civil society growth: An important research work helps to growth of new
society. The social science research applies for gathering original data. It helps to find
out actual and hidden knowledge of society.

iv. Scientific explanation: A social research is based on scientific temperament.
Science is a method of approach to entire empirical world which help to systematic
data any body of knowledge.

v. Reform gender discrimination: The higher education institution concern about
equality of education between all students. Therefore, it helps in reform gender
discrimination in society. The social research tries to find out reality of society.
Therefore, researcher try to find out actual data with the method of verstehen.

The globalization process is deeper impact on higher education and social science
research. In today’s digital era, many academic institutions have gradually connected with
one another to build global networks. The technological revolution, software, library
information, innovative learning is the major roles impact on research. The global networks
interconnected with students in global level. The INFLIBNET, SHODHGANGA,
NICNET, OPNET, DELNET and other global network connected the students in different
way. The University Grants Commission, New Delhi introduce Information and Library
Network (INFLIBNET) Centre for involved modern university library in India for utilization
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of information and sources. It helps to academicians and researcher to promote scholarly

communication with information.

Role of higher education institution in new cycle of international mobility:

International student exchanges are new planning for higher education institution. This
program identifies with encouraging the students to connect international level, common
identity, contact with knowledge, experience, language and culture. The higher education
institution gets opportunities to students through mobility of students. It helps in essence of

knowledge production and transmission.

Role of Universities as an agent of Higher Education Institution engaged in
the conduct of social research: Universities engage in research as part of their missions
around learning and discovery. This, in turn, contributes directly and indirectly to their
primary mission of teaching. Universities and colleges take research as part of their mission
and vision. The scholarly activity included as a part in Social Science and Humanities. The
applied research is main based found in this institution. As a broad concept the Universities
are benefits from research programs. Active research is formulated timely to look out the
actual realities of society. The universities are becomes known for its research in certain
fields which connected the researcher, faculty and society. The positive vibrant of the
research helps to define a university as “brand” in the national and international level.

The functions of Educational Institution included both public and private sector are
different in different level. The higher education institution positively motives the students

to connect societal nexus.

Educational Levels Main Function
Pre-school Education Education Care
Primary Education Education
Secondary Education Education

Higher Education Education Research
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Challenges of higher education and research:

i. Increased inequalities between academic institutions.

ii. Challenges in connection between research, teaching and economic growth.

iii. Difficulties in assessing the quality of teaching and research products.

iv. Difficulties in technological arrangement.

v. Lack of uniformities between academic institutions.

vi. Lack of an encouraging academic environment, libraries and inadequate
infrastructure

Conclusion:

Higher Education Institution engage research as part of their missions. Research has

always been an integral part HEI The Higher Education Institution are primarily nodal

centers for Academic Research in India. The Higher Education Institution help student to

engage not for latest developments and original information in the subject but also inculcate

research mind among the students which helps them in their career. O

Bibliography:
Alemu,
Bleiklie,
Burton,
Chatterton,

Delaney,

Gupta,

Kanduri,

S.K (2018), The Meaning, Idea and History of University, Higher Education
in Africa: A Brief Literature Review, Fire: Forum for International
Research in Education, Vol.4

I'and Powell, W.W (2005), Universities and the Production of Knowledge:
Introduction, Higher Education, Vol-49

R.C.(1997), The Modern Integration of Research Activities with Teaching
and Learning, The Journal of Higher Education, Vol-68

P and Goddard (2000), The Response of Higher Education Institutions to
Regional Needs, European Journal of Education, Vol-35

AM. (1997), The Role of Institutional Research in Higher Education:
Enabling Researchers to Meet New Challenges, Research in Higher
Education, Vol-38

D. and Gupta, N. (2012), Higher Education in India: Structure, Statistics
and Challenges, Journal of Education and Practice, Vol-3

S. and Suripedi R.K., A Study of Research in Higher Education Institutions:
Challenges and Implications, International Journal of Humanities, Arts
and Social Sciences

66| ABHIGYAN



Morris, B. (1967), The Role of Research in Education, The Irish Journal of
Education, Vol-1

Mukhopadhyay. P. et.al. (2018). Assessing the quality of Higher Education Institutions in
India, Current Science, Vol-114

Ross, A.M. (1973), The Role of Higher Education Institutions in National
Development, Higher Education, Vol-2
Teichler, U. (1999), Research on the Relationships between Higher Education and

the World of Work: Past Achievements, Problems and New Challenges,
Higher Education, Vol. 38, No.2

Sheikh, Y.A (2017), Higher education in India: Challenges and Opportunities,
Journal of Education Practice, Vol-4
Verillaud,, F and Verillaud, F (2008), Higher Education and Research: Trends and

Challeges, Policy Perspectives, Vol.5, No.1

XXX

ABHIGYAN||67



Development over Environment: a Critical analysis of
India’s Path towards Sustainable Development

Namrata Sen

Abstract :

The term development is very alluring both in case of individuals as well as in case of
nation-states. Every country seeks development or growth and hence there is nothing
wrong with having the urge to develop. It is the path chosen to materialize this objective
that makes the issue of development both problematic and controversial. And a proper
understanding of this aspect of development requires a holistic understanding of the crux
of the matter. Accordingly this chapter begins with the paradoxical situation faced by the
countries which came out of colonization or the developing and underdeveloped countries
to focus more on development (which seems obvious given their economical plight) or opt
for amore environment friendly or sustainable mode of development. It then moves on to
discuss the debate between the developed North and the underdeveloped or the developing
South on the issue of who contributed more to its degradation and who should volunteer

to bear the greater responsibility. The chapter then focuses on the primary concern, that s,
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India by beginning with such instances where development seemed to overpower the
ecological concern which ultimately led to widespread criticism and even protests. The
chapter finally ends on a positive note focusing on the impressive efforts India is making so
as to achieve sustainable development and thereby an environment friendly world.
Keywords :

Criticism, development, environment, movements, sustainable, India, anthropogenic

Introduction :

Anthropogenic interaction with environment is neither anything novel nor something
artificial. This interaction and inter-relationship between nature and human beings is what
sustains any living being on this planet. However, the problem started when this relationship
become burdensome on the part of the environment as human beings started exploiting it
to alevel that it started showing signs of degradation. It is then that the issue of environmental
protection and conservation started cropping up. In fact awareness regarding environment
seems to be at least 5000 years old. It can be traced back to the ancient Indus Valley
Civilization which back them started realizing the adverse affect that pollution was causing
to human as well as to the Earth’s health and resultantly practiced methods to mitigate the
same. Again ancient Greek philosopher Plato, said the following about deforestation and
the resulting soil erosion there, he said- “All the richer and the sifter parts have fallen away;,
and the mere skeleton of the land remains.” Greek physician Hippocrates wrote a book
entitled- “De aere, aquis et locis (Air, Waters, and Places)”” which is considered to be the
earliest academic work in Europe on “human ecology”. These are but only a few excerpts
of early environmental awareness. However, there is a stark difference in both the type
and the intensity of these environmental issue in the earlier times as compared to the
scientifically and technologically advanced modern times with a mammoth population.
This population explosion and the resultant need to fulfill the demands of food, shelter and
other basic necessities coupled with the need and the greed to achieve rapid economic
growth by developed as well as developing countries alike has put indescribable pressure

on nature leading to various made calamities on an enormous scale.
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These and many other intricate reasons are responsible for the contemporary need to
focus on such a mode of development that meets the genuine anthropogenic needs as well
as be eco friendly in the long run and hence, the demand for “Sustainable Development”.
However, it is easy said than done since various issues like political, economic, social etc
both at the national and international level crop up in materializing such a mode of
development and India is no exception. This chapter discusses these issues with particular
reference to how it all started in India and the contemporary strands made by the government
towards achieving sustainable development. It begins with the issue of “paradox” and

“inequality” with respect to the developing and developed countries.

Statement of the problem:
The problem here is always to choose between the former and the later and take
extremes rather than the middle path which even after so long has been difficult to achieve

especially for the third-world countries like India to be particular which is the focus of this
paper.

Objectives:

1. The first and foremost objective of the paper is to understand the word
development as it has come to be known in the contemporary world.

2. To understand the dilemma faced by the countries of the South in choosing
either development or environment.

3. To understand the crossroads of at which India was after independence
regarding development.

4. To understand the North-South divide on matters of environment.

5. To take India’s efforts towards achieving sustainable development as a role

model for other developing countries.

Scope and limitations:
The scope of the paper lies in the extensive research that has already been done in

this field of study and ironically this very reason also stands as an obstacle or limitation in
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conducting this study. Also because this paper depends entirely on secondary data there is
limitation of personalization of the issue as well as accuracy of the facts and events.
Significance of the study:

The issue of development is an evergreen issue and something that is perpetual and
so is environment and the nexus between the two. Its significance lies in this very issue and
the fact that with time as the issue of global warming and resultant climate change is causing
noticeable effects the importance of the matter increases manifold. As regards India which
is the focal point of the paper, its ever increasing population and hence the increasing
demand in every field makes it more difficult to carve out a road towards sustainable

development.

Methodology:
This paper follows a mixed methodological approach comprising qualitative, descriptive
and analytical methods to carry out the study. And accordingly the data is secondary and

derived data from various authentic sources like book, websites and journal.

Plight of the third world or developing countries: a developmental dilemma

1.1 Meaning: Before understanding the developmental dilemma faced by the third
world countries it quintessential to know what the term “third world countries” stands for.
In simple terminology, third world countries in modern times (since during Cold War the
countries which joined neither sides and hence were neutral were generally referred to as
third world countries) refer to those countries which are “poor or developing” (Team,
2021). These countries generally have certain common distinctive characteristics as
compared to the other rich or developed countries- firstly, they are poverty stricken;
secondly, these countries are characterized by instability both in the economic as well as
political sphere and; thirdly, there s often a high rate of mortality in such countries. However,
in the modern times it is generally preferable to use the words “developing” or “least
developed” countries instead of “third world countries” on the ground that the use of such

a term often lowers their importance in the international arena.
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1.2 The developmental dilemma

The word dilemma refers to a situation where someone is at crossroads as to which
path to take or which option to opt for. Third world or developing countries too were
faced with similar dilemma as to prioritize rapid development or to opt for a more
environment centric sustainable path. Given the fact that these countries are poverty stricken
or poor, development (generally rapid economic growth) is their priority which is often
believed can be achieved through intense industrialization or a more aggressive approach
to development. And this approach has resulted in over exploitation of natural resources,
pollution, deforestation etc. in short, environmental degradation. The dilemma before the
developing or the least developed countries here is how to balance the dual goal of
“development” and “environmental protection and conservation”. The reason being that
environmental friendly or sustainable development though brings about a more perpetual
and human friendly form of development, it requires time. Hence, may not be as quick in
alleviating the problems faced by these developing countries, which at times require

immediate solution and this causes what is referred here as the “development dilemma”.

1.3 India’s developmental approach immediately following independence

Like the other third world or underdeveloped countries India too was no exception.
Coming out of almost a century long period of colonization Indian economy was in ruins
struggling with deep rooted poverty, illiteracy, the trauma of partition and the fear of being
captured by any other power and a situation of total anarchy. Hence, India had to plunge
into such a mode of development, a road that can lead to “superfast” or “rapid” development
economic growth and can lift the country out of poverty. Independent India was clear in its
vision that this long struggled dream of Independence will be futile without achieving
economic freedom. Hence, the main focus of development policy immediately following
independence was “rapid industrialization”. This process of industrialization was sought to
be fulfilled by focusing on “capital intensive’ heavy industries. This approach or vision of
development was clearly manifested in the “Five Years Plan (FYI)”. As regards India’s

agricultural sector (the development of which is a prerequisite given that India is primarily
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an agricultural economy), attempt was made to modernize it through the application of

science and technology (Roffelsen, 2016).

A question of inequality: North-South divide

2.1. Meaning

Similar to the meaning of the first world and third world countries, global north refers
to “countries in Europe, North America and the developed parts of Asia” (Dictionary) in
short, it refers basically to the economically well to do and advanced countries while the
global South refers to those “countries which are classified by the World Bank as low or
middle income that are located in Africa, Asia, Oceania, Latin America and the Caribbean”.
Hence, ittoo in common parlance refers to those underdeveloped or developing countries
(Clarke, 2018).

2.2. The North-South debate on environment

This north-south divide here refers basically to the arguments given by both sides in
their defence as to which side contributed more towards climate change in the past and
hence who accordingly should take more responsibility in mitigating the same now. This
debate comes to the fore in discussions about restrictions that should be applied by the
countries so as cap the destructions caused by climate change. The argument put forward
by the developed countries of the North is that the environment serves all irrespective of
rich and poor and hence the responsibility of maintaining its health should also be borne by
all. Another argument put forward by the global north is that countries belonging to the
“Global South” lack proper environmental awareness, literacy, poverty, population which
too contributes to pollution and thereby environmental degradation. Apart from this another
argument is that the developing countries within the Global South like India are also
contributing towards climate change through extensive industrialization etc. However, these
very arguments are used by the Global South, arguing that though environment serves all
itis the developed countries which have historically contributed more to climate change in
their urge to development as industrialization originated there much ahead of when it did in

the developing world. Again the argument regarding underdevelopment and poverty put
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forward by the North is what the South is working to improve through industrialization.
And that the developing and underdeveloped countries should “now” be given the chance
to develop like the Global North countries did.

2.3 “Common but differentiated responsibilities”

The “North-South” debate discussed in the previous section has givenrise to this
principle of “Common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR)”’, which was given formal
recognition in the year 1992 in the famous “Earth Summit” in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). This
principle recognizes the fact that though all countries irrespective of the “North” or “South”
are responsible to do the needful for the upliftment of the environment yet this responsibility
is not equal given the inequality in their contribution in the past to environmental degradation

as well as the abilities of these countries to tackle the same.

3. Issues with the developmental approach to development in India:
movements and protests

Issues with development leading to criticisms of government policies and protests
and movements are nothing new and India too is no exception. This section discusses the
beginning of discontent and then moves on to discuss some common complaints spanning
most of the ecological movements in India.

As already mentioned, discontent over development from an ecological point of view
is nothing new, but, there is a minute difference in place as compared to the West. In the
West, it mainly arose out of the fear of nature being on the brink of destruction or animal
species getting “‘endangered” etc. However, in India it arose mainly out of the anthropogenic
instinct for survival.

In India it was not just an ecological struggle but one which combines issue of social
justice with the need for sustainability. It was generally argued that the path that was
followed for development was a double edged sword, harming both the poor and the
environment in its entirety. Movements like Bishnoi (pre-independence period), Chipko
(1973), Silent Valley (1978), Appiko (1983), Narmada Bachao (1985), Jungle Bachao
Andolan (1982), etc., can be mentioned here. With the growing intensity and the persisting
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nature of these movements they found mention in school textbooks as well as “college
pedagogy”. Specialized courses on ecology started in Universities, these movements got
coverage in media stories and journals (Guha, 2013).

Things started to change with the dawn of liberalization in India since the beginning
of the 1990s. This period marked a shift from the state controlled economy to a free
market economy. However, unexpectedly the proponents of this road to development
scored an even greater attack on the environmental movements as a whole and also on
the environmentalists and the leaders of these movements came under the radar of criticism.
They were seen as obstacles in India’s path to development as they questioned how the
path that has been adopted to achieve rapid economic growth or the quest “catching up
with the West” was actually plundering India’s natural resources and ultimately degrading
the environment (Guha, 2013).

The proponents of environment friendly mode of development in India question
the fact that this “catching up with the West”” needs to keep one thing in mind that unlike
the colonial powers which had the opportunity to exploit resources from their colonies
and use it for gearing up their process of industrialization while it was not the same for
India. Again, though every environmental movement have their own specific criticism and
discontent with the process of development, some recurring questions crops up. These
include- “Before approving the rash of mining leases in Central India, or the large hydel
projects being built in the high (and seismically fragile) Himalayas, had anyone systematically
assessed their social and environment costs and benefits?”” (Guha, 2013), Was proper
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the developmental projects undertaken before
approving these projects?, Were the opinions of the indigenous people or the people most
likely to get directly affected by the projects taken into consideration? Has proper
rehabilitation of the people displaced been actualized? Do the benefits of the developmental
projects outweigh the disadvantages or is it the other way round? Was or is it not possible
to opt for any other eco friendly alternative that will on one hand bring about development

and also benefit humankind in the long run?

ABHIGYAN]|75



4. India’s Efforts towards Sustainable Development

4.1. Meaning

Before understanding India’s efforts towards attaining Sustainable Development, it
is imperative to comprehend what is referred to as Sustainable Development. Sustainable
Development refers to such a mode of development that meets the need of the present
generation without plundering the same for the future generation. This form of development
seeks to preserve nature for the future generation so that they too can utilize it to the fullest
and have a safer and greener planet to live in. This idea of Sustainable Development got
formal recognition in the “Earth Summit” held in Brazil in the year 1992. Then to further
this aim of Sustainable Development, the “United Nations General assembly (UNGA)”
adopted the “Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (2015-2030)” in the year 2015.
These goals are 17 in number which includes- “no poverty, zero hunger, good health and
well-being, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable clean
energy, decent work and economic growth, industry innovation and infrastructure, reduced
inequalities, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production,
climate action, life below water, life on land, peace, justice and string institutions and

partnerships (Goals).

4.2 Sustainable Development efforts taken in India

The need and importance of Sustainable Development is well known to everyone in
the contemporary times and hence it has not been discussed in details in this chapter.
Rather this chapter focuses on the strides made by India in achieving Sustainable
Development.

In the year 2015 India together with 193 other countries committed towards achieving
the 17 SDGs adopted by the UNGA’s resolution entitled “Transforming our world: the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. And since then India has been working hard
in fulfilling its commitment to these goals. In fact in the latest National Institution for
Transforming India (NITI) Aayog’s “SDG India Index & Dashboard 2020-21 India’s
rank went up from 60 in the year 2019-20 to 66 for the period 2020-21 (budget). This
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progress can be better understood from the following commitment of the government of
India:

a. “Sashakt Bharat- Sabal Bharat: under which India was successful in alleviating
almost 271 million people out of what is referred to as “multi-dimensional” poverty which
can be seen to fulfilling the first SDG which is “No Poverty” (GOALS).

b. “Samagra Bharat- Saksham Bharat”: which seeks to create an “inclusive and
entrpreneural” India. This can be seen to coincide with a number of SDGs mentioned
above (GOALS).

c. Swachh- Bharat- Swasth Bharat: which seeks to create a cleaner and thereby a
healthier India. This coincides with the SDG 3 and 6- “good health and well being” and
“clean water and sanitation” respectively (GOALS).

d. “Satat Bharat- Sanatan Bharat”: which literally stands for creating a sustainable
India through focus on issues such as “climate action strategies”, renewable energy sources
etc. and this can be seen to be covering the whole of the SDG (GOALS).

Also for the decade 2010-2020 India was ranked “third” on the global level in
“increasing its forest cover”. Then again in the month of August 2021, “Plastic Waste
Management Amendment Rules, 20217, aimed to end the use of ““single-use-plastic” by
the 2022. Also in the year 2015, India announced its 1st “Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) under Paris Agreement. Then again in the year 2015, India took a
significant step towards Sustainable Development by announcing “International Solar
Alliance (ISA)” and it continues making strides in this field till date (budget).

Discussion:

It can thus be said here that the concept of development has been conceptualized
much around its understanding in the West and hence this race of achieving “development”
in most cases echoes the desire to catch up with the west. This itself is the root cause of
the issue today. Again there is no doubt genuine need for taking certain paths to development

by the countries of the third world given their very much visible constraints of time, resources
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to demand ratio and their historical exploitation to name a few. However, given the demand
of'the hour developing countries in general and India to be specific is taking steps towards
a more eco-friendly mode of development within simultaneously keeping in view the
uniqueness in terms of the social, spiritual and emotional attachment of its people to nature
and also the supply-demand chain given its mammoth population.

Recommendations:

1. Firstly, acommon suggestion would be that the developed countries should play a
bigger part in undertaking steps for a greener globe than the developing countries because
of obvious historical reasons.

2. The developing countries too should not use the above mentioned reason to carry
out such extensive environment exploitation activities.

3. This can be achieved firstly by developing their unique notion of development
rather than taking the “Western model” as an ideal one.

4. Most importantly “consent” of the affected should be the first priority when it
comes to any developmental project.

5. Related to this is the fact that ““environment” should be considered as a concern of
the globe not as something that is limited within national boundaries.

6. Environmental laws should be made more stringent and stakeholders made more

accountable.

Conclusion :

Mahatma Gandhi once said “God forbid that India should ever take to industrialization
after the manner of the West. The economic imperialism of a single tiny island kingdom
(England) is today keeping the world in chains. If an entire nation of 300 million took to
similar economic exploitation, it would strip the world bare locusts” (Guha, The Guardian,
2007). This was way before India attained Independence and Gandhi already had the
apprehension that India after independence might seek to become like the West or what is
called in common parlance “catching up with the West”. This desire has created untold

pressure on the environment and it is high time that India modify its developmental strategy
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for a greener and safer future. No doubt much effort has been taken and attempt has been
made not just to achieve sustainable development for India but also through these efforts
inspire other developed as well as developing countries towards the same. Applauding the
strides that India is making in the field of sustainable development, it has so be kept in
mind that much still needs to be done if the future generation is to be protected from the
wrath of nature. Because ultimately if there is “life” there will be everything else including
development. Hence development and environment should be considered as complimentary

to each other rather than contrary. O
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Understanding Globalisation
Through Gender Lens

Hirusmita Sarma
Satabdi Sarkar

Abstract: What impact has globalization on gender equality ? The world has
witnessed an enormous economic, social, political transformation over the past three
decades, fostered by increasing global flows of goods and service, technology and
information. Globalization has brought increased opportunities in various factors
both men and women. It is said that, globalization has the potential to contribute
gender equality. However in the absence of public policy, as well as the presence of
societal norms and culture, globalization alone cannot end gender inequality. In the
current globalised world also, larger gender gap remain in many countries. Public
action is needed to close gender gaps endowment, agency, and access to socio,
politicaland economic opportunities. Only then countries will be able to capitalize
on the potential of globalization as a force for greater gender equality. The present

paper aims to study the impact of globalization toward achieving gender equality. It

Hirusmita Sarma is a Guest Faculty and Satabdi Sarkar is an Assistant
Professor, Dept. of Political Science, NH College, Patacharkuchi-781326
E-mail Id : hirusmita2020@gmail.com

80| ABHIGYAN



again tries to analyses the negative and positive effect of globalization on women
and lastly it tries to provide an actionable recommendation to make globalization
more gender neutral.

Keyword: Gender, Globalization, Women, Patriarchy, Gender Equality.

1.INTRODUCTION

Globalization is a recent phenomenon which emerged as a trend in the 20" century.
Globalization has become a phenomenon that change people’s lives and can be envisaged
as aprocess of transformation in international relationship, cultural exchange, environmental,
economic and socio cultural relations. The concept of globalization tends to be difficult to
understand because of its various meaning that depend on various dimension or aspects of
globalization being addressed. Globalization operates beyond nation-states boundaries
and causes nation-states to lose aspects of their sovereignty to an integrated world economy.

Globalization can be defined as “a complex, economic, political, geographical process
in which mobility of capital, organization, ideas, discourses, and people has taken a global
or transactional form.”

Gender equality was made part of international human rights by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, which was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 10™
dec, 1948. Gender equality is a precondition for advancing development and reducing
poverty. Gender equality is when people of all gender have equal rights, responsibilities,
and opportunities. Everyone is affected by gender inequality- women, men, trans and
gender diverse people. Gender equality prevents violence against women and girls. It is
essential for economic prosperity. It is the state of equal access to resources and
opportunities regardless of gender in every aspect.

Globalization has changed the dimension over gender. This study examines the impacts
of economic integration, technical change and access to information on gender inequality.
The world has witnessed several change over the last decades in terms of flow of goods,
services, culture, technology etc and these has made drastic change in the global markets

which in turn lead to transformation in individual, household, government, politics and so
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on. Globalization has brought increased access to job opportunities to everyone; again it
helps to change the traditional role of women by providing the advantages of ICT.
Globalization also produces economic benefits for women which help to increase the
wages of women relative to man. Along with the advantages of globalization, it also has
some fault lines. Many time the benefits that developed by the process of globalization
failed to touch the women from rural area. The existing patriarchal norm often disrupts the
process of benefiting women by the globalization process. In such a scenario it is therefore

needed to examine the process of globalization through gender lens.

2. RESEARCH PROBLEM

The main purpose of this study is to evaluate globalization through its effect on achieving
gender neutral role. The study will examine the changes with respect to globalization.
World Bank(2011) conducted a study on gender equality in which it states that, the world
has witnessed an enormous economic transformation over the past three decades, fostered
by increasing global flows of goods and services, technology and information. These changes
has transformed the way of domestic and global market and institutions functions, and
have thus change the economic landscape for individuals, household and governments.
The globalization process has changed the gender role in all over the world. It has reshaped
many issues; population growth, health, service sector, human rights and so on. Globalization
process affecting the overall job structure of society, economic and social pattern etc.

In this study, we basically deals with the questions like, what are the different
dimensions of globalization? Do globalization effects gender roles? What are those? What

is the positive and negative side of globalization?

3.RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
v" To examine the globalization process through its various dimension.
v" To analyses the impact of globalization on changing gender role.
v" To provide an actionable recommendation so as to make globalization favorable

for developing a gender neutral society.
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4. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The last three decades have seen remarkable changes in socio-political-economic
structure both within and across the countries, loosely captured by the term globalization.
The current wave of globalization has greatly improved the lives of women worldwide,
particularly the lives of those women in the developing worlds. Nevertheless women remain
disadvantaged in many areas of life including education, employment, health and civil rights.

This paper helps to gain an understanding how economic, political, cultural dimension
of globalization have a profound impact on gender norms. Again, the present study helps
to address both the positive and negative impacts of globalization so as to have a complete
picture of the globalization process. Lastly the study tries to provide some recommendations

for the reader to make globalization process a gender inclusive process.

5.SCOPE AND LIMITATION

The scope of the study is limited to only providing an overall scenario of the impact of
globalization on gender equality. It does not make any comparative study of different
countries exploring the impact of globalization process on gender role. The study is limited
only to explore how different dimensions of globalization process affect the women to
achieve their rights in an egalitarian society. Again the scope of the study is only limited to
the condition of women, it does not cover the status of other gender identity, such as
transgender.

All research has some limitation. This study is not any exception. This study only
provides a subjective interpretation of the collected data, and not includes any scientific

enquiry. This study is purely an empirical study.

6.METHODOLOGY

For the present study, researcher focused on the main objective to “understanding
globalization through gender lens”. Researcher reviewed the available literature, achieves,
published research papers, journals, published reports as well as online authentic material

which is published by government and non government organization. A thematic analysis
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was done to draw the conclusion and provide recommendation with references to research

questions and objective of the present research.

7. DISCUSSION

7.1 Globalization and Its Various Dimensions

7.1.1 Economic Dimension:Economic dimension is one of the supreme forms of
globalization. It is often argued that it is characterized by three different factors or
characteristics. The first characteristic is the increasing movement of capital around the
world, in and out the country through information technology. The second factor is the
presence of supra national bodies such as WTO, World Bank, and the IMF, and the third
characteristic is the increased influence of Trans national companies.

There is both positive and negative side of economic globalization. On one side it
helps to reduce poverty in a large number of developing countries, and on the other side
there are some 2 billion people live in the countries that are left behind.

7.1.2 Political Dimension:Political globalization denotes that states are no longer
the only key actors, military issues no longer dominate, conditions under which force is an
effective tool have declined. It refers the situation where the era of nation state is over.
Political globalization has referred in the part to an increasing trend toward militarism,
where UN plays an active role, national nongovernmental organization act as watchdog
over governments, and NGO’s increase their activities and influence.

There is a considerable debate regarding the usefulness of this organization, their
contribution to world social welfare and whether this institution’s power is waning or is
threatening the sovereignty of nation states. Contemporary political globalization signifies
aredefinition of politics in the sense that political activity is increasingly transcending national
borders and taking place at global level. One of the key aspects of the political globalization
is the declining importance of nation state and the rise of other actors on the political
scene.

7.1.3 Cultural Dimension: Various aspects of globalization have promoted growing

contacts between different cultures, leading partly to greater understanding and co-operation
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and partly to the emergence of transnational communities and hybrid or mixture identities.
Cultural globalization basically means the transmission of ideas and values between countries.
It helps to foster innovation, including technological change.

Today we have the main question associated with cultural globalization, whether
globalization increase or decrease cultural diversity/homogenization. Cultural globalization
may cause cultural uniformity, where a small number of cultures may disappears, and
diversity will be disappeared. Sometime some small and weak countries will follow powerful
country’s culture. They will be forced to accept the powerful culture.

Thus globalization comes with various dimensions and brings huge effect to countries
across the world. Now days, countries are left with no option but adopting with the changes
that suddenly hit them economically, politically and culturally. No doubt globalization has
brought in new opportunities to developing countries, but globalization has thrown up new
challenges like growing inequality across and within nations, unpredictable financial market
and environment deterioration. One of the major issues that come along with the emergence

of globalization is what the effect of globalization on achieving gender equality is.

7.2 Positive Impact of Globalization

Trade openness and the diffusion of new information, communication technologies
and other emerging technologies have translated into more jobs and stronger connection
for many women, which helps them to increase their access to economic opportunities.
The demand for female workers in the export and ICT enabled sector has increased, and
as women have filled these new jobs, the gender distribution of employment across sectors
and across countries has changed. Women turned income earner may be able to leverage
their new position to change gender roles in their households by influencing the allocation
of time and resources among households members, shifting relative power within the
household, and more broadly increasing stronger agency.

Globalization of national economies into global economy are shifting the formulation
and implementation of policy away from local and national levels to the international levels,
which over the years provided women’s movement with a strong ground for advancing

their civil identity and claims for equal rights.
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In terms of political field, some studies concluded that globalization helps to increase
the political participation of women and also make women issue as the centre issue on
human right issue. Increased access to information, primarily through television and the
internet allows countries to learn about social norms in other places which can change
perception and promote adoption of more egalitarian attitudes.

Globalization helps to undermine the traditional role of women and resulted in relatively
better environment for women. It also pose a major challenge to the institution of patriarchy
in India. As women take up jobs and achieve social mobility, they become more concern
about their rights. Prospects of higher and quality education have become feasible for
women due to the process of globalization. Attitudinal changes towards women’s role in
the family due to good education, benefits of family planning and health care, child care etc
which will contribute to the development of embodied and healthy women.

Positive approach to economic and cultural migration will also facilitate women to be
exposed to better prospect at the international level. Globalization also helps women in
rural area through the media and awareness intervention programs launched by nonprofit
organizations. These organizations raise awareness and propose solution. Women are
becoming more empowered and powerful than ever before.

Women awareness of the rights has spread around the world which helps them to
increase their participation in various aspects. It helps them to actively participate in political
bodies, at all level from local to national and international level. Women’s voting behavior
is now becoming more articulated and mature which is beneficial for the development of
the society.

7.3 Negative Impact of Globalization

The invention of the market can have positive effect for women’s situation and gender
relation. But it has some negative effect too, which may include increase exploitation and
dependency on direct engagement with the market, and particularly on the vagaries of the
market.

Though globalization helps to provide more employment opportunities for women,

but female employment remain concentrated mainly in low skill sectors and gender wage
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gap shows no sign of disappearing. The issue of poor condition under which many women
enter the labor markets needs to rose also.

It has been observed that globalization limits on the state’s ability to provide social
protection provisioning of needs and human capital investments has become more strained.
This situation creates a challenge to poverty eradication programs. The withering away of
the welfare state has constituted a uniformly negative outcome for poor women by working
harder both inside and outside the household.

Due to the advancement of new technologies, use of media for the empowerment of
women has been impressive but it must be recognized here that millions of world’s poorest
women and men still do not have access to these facilities.

In the age of globalization we can say that the stereotypical attitudes toward women
and their perceived role in the family hierarchy have not changed much. Women are still
seen as weak, inferior and second class citizens. Discrimination against working women
extends to the workplace as well.

In terms of the impact of globalization on democracy and governance, feminist
philosophers argues that neo liberalism has increased the participation of women in politics
and the impact of globalization on women and gender relations continue to be overlooked
on anational and international level.

According to study the burden of poverty is another negative impact that globalization
brought for women. This gap between men and women in terms of income and consumption
has widened.

Again WTO regulation has brought about change in national policies so as to allow
the free entry of foreign corporations. To give more incentive to big business rather than to
small firms and to left import controls on agriculture products. These have resulted in

further marginalization of rural and indigenous women.

8. RECOMMENDATION
Although globalization has lead to economic growth, it has been criticized for the
absence of gender disaggregated indicators and data in sectors such as agricultural

production or the informal sector. Therefore more research is needed to document the
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number of people in the informal sector and working conditions of specific groups of
workers so as to access the impact of globalization on them. However women’s experiences
of gender oppression are shaped by other forms of oppression, such as race, class, ethnicity
and sexual orientation and disability. More research is needed to be done to integrate
gender equality dimensions in policy and operational work so as to promote gender equality
across various social categories. There is a need of more social and human centered
development to address the impact of globalization, particularly trade and investment policies
impact on gender so as to promote gender equality and sustainable human development.

Globalization in one way create opportunities for women in every aspects, but in
other way it creates gender biased in accessing control over assets and economic resources.
There is a need of the expansion of social media and demand for better treatment of
workers so as to push several companies to make fair wages and lead to better working
conditions for women. Moreover international peer pressure also needed to rectify treaties
against discrimination.

However in the absence of public policy, globalization cannot end gender inequality.
In spite of increased economic opportunities and several agency larger gender gaps remain
in some areas. Public action is therefore needed to close gender gaps in endowments,
agency, and access to economic opportunities. Only then countries will be able to make

globalization a force for greater gender equality.

9. CONCLUSION

It is possible to conclude that globalization has had a mixed impact on women. For
some perspective it has open up new opportunities in women lives. While for others, it has
increased their vulnerability and insecurity. However increasing awareness of the negative
consequences, conscious awareness on the part of women, and conceited effort on the
part of government and civil society organization will soon enable women to overcome
these negative consequences and celebrate the benefits of globalization process. Gender
mainstreaming is now an important agenda in all development initiatives at international
and national levels. Concreter efforts in this direction will lead to equitable and just

development. O
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Ecology is Political : A Review On The Lower Subansiri
Hydroelectric Power Project Dam Construction

BIRAJ DAS

ABSTRACT:

The uninterrupted erosion, degradation and pollution of our ecology caused by various
factors, appear to be a grave concern that the present society needs to face with proper
measures for retaining the existence and value of the Human civilization and the Mother
Nature as the source of all resources. The constant deteriorating and degradation of our
ecology and natural environment have emerged as the major threat to the sustainability of
the human society. The rapid changes in the economy of the society are seen as major
factor in damaging the ecology. Political decisions and policies formulated by the state
apparatus regarding utilization, usage, protection, preservation and sustainability of ecology
profoundly draw the attention of political ecology as a separate discipline that focuses on
understanding the complexity of development and welfare framed by deep interaction
between the state, non-state actors and people, on the one hand and the mother nature on

the other hand. Ecological and socio-economic impacts of large river dam projects highly
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brings about heated debate and discussion specially in the countries of the south, the
construction and operation of large dams considered as prestigious sign of progress and
development but also appear as sensitive developmental and environmental issues.
Economic interests of dam-building are linked with negative ecological and socio-economic
impacts and repercussions. In this article, it is attempted to review the political ecology in
connection with the lower Subansiri hydroelectric power project dam.

Keywords: political ecology, development, economic interest, ecology, dam-building

INTRODUCTION:

Political ecology is a subject that developed jointly by the Mother Nature and the
human society. Ecology is concerned with environmental study which focuses on the
interaction of nature with social forms and human organizations. Political ecology is linked
with economy, politics and natural resources. It draws the attention on interdependence
and mutual interaction between policies, power and ecology. It reflects a kind of
interdependence between politics and ecology. The ecology as a system performs multiple
functions for sustaining the human society. There is a very close link between socio-economic
development and appropriation of nature and ecological degradation. Political ecology is
concerned with how the ecology is get influenced and affected by political decision making
process and how the ecology influences the policies, politics, power and conflict in the
society.

However, the present mode of modernization and economic development facilitates
the extensive use of natural resources. Thus, the capitalism and liberalized mode of
development generates diverse ecological and socio-economic issues. This new paradigm
of'socio-economic development draws diverse discussions and repercussions in political
and social systems. It is seen that the socio-economic and political conflicts concerning
with ecology and natural environment are profoundly connected with the rising liberalized
economic process leveraged politically by the state apparatus. Undoubtedly, it is the fact
that the political decisions relating to ecology on the basis of conflicts and the consequent
resolutions often advocate the economic interests. There is no exception to India in the

context of commercial oriented ecological policies as far as the natural resources of the
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country are concerned. Political ecology has been prevalent since the colonial period in
India. During the colonial period, the forests, land etc. used as the major source of revenue
generation. Still, itis observed that most of the ecological policies have remained as revenue
oriented despite of generating holistic plans for curbing and preventing further degradation
and aggravation of the ecology as well as the Nature. Since independence, the developmental
activities and policies of India have not been dissociated from the liberalized mode that
linked with the global economic market, instead of having ecological consequences. In
fact, Natural resources of the country are appropriated and exploited intensively for fulfilling
the interests of few at the cost of the huge section of less privileged people and ecological
degradation.

The downstream of the river Subansiri had continued a biologically controlled healthy
ecosystem as well as ecology along with riparian zones and forests as rich hot spot of
species, before the construction of 2000 MW hydropower project dam was started. The
constructions of 2000 MW lower Subansiri dam would alter the existing ecology that
served as energy flow, nutrient cycling and species diversity. Consequently, this alteration
of ecology due to the dam-building would heavily affect the important native species,
biota, flow variability, water quality, fish diversity, as well as endangered aquatic mammals
along with the food production capacity and livelihood security of the people who are
dependent on the downstream ecosystems.

Experts assert that total hydropower potential of the country at 150,000 MW out of
which 56,539 MW lies in the Arunachal Pradesh of the North East India. National
Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) has already completed the flow diversion of
the Subansiri River, as an important part of the 2000 MW lower Subansiri Hydropower
project. Moreover, it has constructed tunnels, roads etc. through extensively destructing
forests, wildlife and habitats. The dam would heavily impact on the ecology and the
ecosystem in both upstream and downstream regions. The dam creates obstacle for stream
natural flow and hold back sediments. It is said that dams reduce the flow of river. It
minimizes habitats, nutrients and increases pressure on aquatic life of downstream. The

dam can make huge changes to the ecology and water ecosystems and its tributaries.
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Furthermore, the impacts of the dam can be seen on the downstream flood plain, due to
changing in timing and volume of flow of water and nutrients.

This paper makes attempt to reflect the political ecology in the context of the
construction and operation of the lower Subansiri hydroelectric power project dam. The
dam site has rich biodiversity and agricultural diversity. Non-governmental organizations,
pressure groups and along with the civil society have been claiming for a detailed downstream
impact assessment study and postponement or removal of the construction of the dam
until a proper participatory detailed assessment is executed. It is witnessed that the
environment impact assessment report regarding the project’s environment clearance from

the ministry of environment and forests in 2013 is very worrying.

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY:

The Ecology has been a very comprehensive and concerning subject since the
beginning of Human intervention on the natural environment for human wellbeing. The
ecology becomes more interesting and attentive when politics reflects its interconnection
with the Ecology as broader than the natural environment. This study aims to narrate and
reflect the growing Political Ecology and its socio-economic and political outgrowth
stemmed from the Hydroelectric Power project dam construction on the Lower Subansiri

River basin, in Dhemaji district of Assam.

METHODOLOGY:

The composition of this article is prepared by the descriptive and analytical methods.
Secondary sources of data such as books, articles, websites and journals are adopted to
study and narrate the political ecology and its consequences at the downstream emerged

from the dam building at Lower Subansiri River.

Profile of the lower Subansiri Hydroelectric Power Project Dam:

River Subansiri is the largest tributary of the Brahmaputra, originates from the western
part of mount pararu in the Tibetan Himalaya. It enters India after flowing for 190 KM
through Tibet. It continues its flow through the Himalayas of India for 200 KM and
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penetrates into the plains of Assam through a gorge near Gerukamukh of Dhemaji District
of Assam. Its total length is 520 km and drains a basin of 37000 sq. km. The downstream
length (from the dam site to the Brahmaputra River) is nearly 115 km. The area is a global
biodiversity hotspot. The left bank of the dam is in Assam and the right bank of the dam is
in Arunachal Pradesh where the power generation will be stored.

Location: It is located at 2.3 km upstream of Gerukamukh village in the Dhemaji District
of Assam. Nearly, 70 Km from North Lakhimpur and it is in the midst of surrounding
forests attaching with three reserve forests namely kakoi reserve forest, Dulung RF and
Subansiri reserve forest. 4000 Hectares total land used for the project, Height of the Dam
is 116 meter. The downstream covers 115 K.M. The forest areas required for the project
estimate 4,039.30 hectares out of which 3.183 ha is in Assam.

DISCUSSION:

The Mother Nature is always continuing to be the only source of living life. Nature
provides subsistence, meaning and self-definition of who we are. Nature can also be seen
as a source of conflict, starvation and strife. It is ubiquitously conceded that nature’s
resources are for humans to appropriate, aggravate and exploit for mere human well-
being.

Political ecology puts emphasis on the inseparable interaction between socio-
economic-political, individual interests and the ecology or the natural environment, as the
source of all resources for the advancement of human civilization. Earlier the interdependence
between socio-economic-political interests and ecological concerns was overlooked. This
mutual link between nature and people did not draw much attention to the basic discourse
of ecology as well as political dimensions in the society. Political ecology draws enormous
attention and significance in the context of India since the colonial period. India is a country
that surrounded by natural geographical entity such as the great ranges of the Himalaya,
The Thar Desert and the Indian Ocean. Over the years, people from different regions
have flowed in and out of it through the northwest, the northeast and across the seas but

cultural exchanges have been intense within the boundaries of the subcontinent. India was
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politically constituted as a state under the British colonial rule only about two hundred

years ago.

Meaning of Ecology:

The concept of ecology is similar to the term of ecosystem. The ecology is mainly
concern with the study of the structure and function of the ecosystem. The ecology has
been getting changes in concept and understanding concerning natural world and its
relationships. It has been a dynamic discipline which engulfs problems and issues of
biodiversity loss, social ecology, environmental ecology, problems of development,
population ecology, green ecology, pollution problems, bio-technology and bio-diversity,
agriculture and political ecology. In another simple term, ecology implies the study of
organisms in their natural home. Ecology is a scientific study that deals with the interactions
and the relation among living organism in their natural environment and ecosystem. It can
also be understood through three levels such as the individual organism, which refers how
the individuals are affected by the environment and in turn how the individuals influence the
environment. Second level refers the population and third level refers the community. Thus
the term ecology mainly involves these three components. On the other hand eco system
refers to a self-regulating community of living organisms that hold interaction with each
other and their non-living physical environment and all the ecosystems are inter connected
and inter dependent.

However, the concept political ecology occupies broader scope and it is
interdisciplinary in nature. For which it draws multiple definitions and understandings. Politics
of ecology or political ecology was first coined by Frank Throne in an article ‘Nature
Rambling: We Fight For Grass’ in 1935. However, there was no systematic definition
although there continued extensive usage and aggravation in human geography and human
ecology till 1972, when it was revived through ownership and political ecology articulated
by Anthropologist Eric R. Wolf. The concept political ecology got popularized after the
intensification of environmental awareness in the western world in the late 1960s and early
1970s.Since 1960s, the political ecology has been a separate discipline and a new feel of

constant enquiry and social conflict. It has drawing continuous discussion and debate from
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multiple entities in the society. There different interpretations and understandings on politics
of'ecology from different eco-political thinkers in their own ways.

It is Linda Hersh Kovitz who states politics of ecology as the politicization of
environmental concerns (Ecological politics), a way of understanding environmental issues
politically and adopting program for change. Simply it can be said that it is a politicized
study of human ecological relation and natural resource use.

Bryant and bailey describe political ecology as a debate which puts emphasis between
the state, non-state actors and physical environment.

John Bellamy Foster who articulates that the depth of the ecological and social crisis
of contemporary civilization and the need for a sharp reorganization of production for a
more sustainable and just world, are inevitably subsided by the ruling elements of society
who remain blind and deaf'to the real ecological problems of the society.

Madhav Godgil and Ramchandra Guha (1995) narrate politics of ecology as a condition
where the state machinery gets used for diverting natural resources for omnivore prosperity.
Thus, the higher level political interties always try to drain away all the profits generating
from the use of local natural resources and overlook the latten consequences from using
the local natural resources. In this context, Ramchandra Guha (2000) articulates that politics
from the purview of ecology and environment- has been state centered which has to be
restored and community control system must be established in an impartial and just mode.
The trend of concentrating power in the hands of fewer elites that drain away the natural
resources and decision making capability from the access of the poor and the marginalized
people should be redirected and active participatory democracy with transparent

decentralized political institutions vested with decision making power should be established.

Ideology based notions of political ecology :

Marxism describes ecological appropriation, aggravation and related problems as
due to expansion of capitalist exploitation of nature and working classes simultaneously.
Marxian thinkers reflect that all powerful states behave irresponsibly towards ecology.
Development from primitive societies into class societies and consequently into the capitalist

society reflects a radical transformation in human relation with nature. Under capitalism,
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this constant relationship between human and nature is determined basically by the ruling
class of capitalist and thus the original interaction between human and nature is broken
with severity.

On the other hand, the perspective of liberalized economy moves for declining and
weakening the bureaucratic apparatus, size and power of bureaucracy and strengthening
private industries and companies that function as a ecologically responsible apparatus.

Gandhian perspective of ecological politics affirms moral imperative grant the ecosystem
people that is rural masses for greater access to natural resource base of their own localities
through strong decentralized system. Gandhi views that industrialization and over use of
natural resources should prevented and the omnivores should not expand their material
comforts at the cost of nation’s natural resources and human made capital.

Present mode of industrialized economy has been using maximum utilization of natural
resources and generating instability in the ecological system. This continuing instability has
been creating repercussions in social and political systems like laws, plans and policies.

In the context of the proposed study and political ecology concerning, the construction
of lower Subansiri River dam on the border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. Since
independence, in India, it is emphasized that the pattern of economic development has
been in collaboration between the capitalist and the state apparatus in aggravating and
appropriating the gifts of nature from the access and availability of the poor. The natural
resources including forests, land and water get converted to produce energy and
commodities for the rich and the poor are customized to incur the social and ecological
consequences mainly in the form of declining natural resources, polluted environment and
physical displacement. Majority of India’s rural people or ecosystem people depend on
natural environment in their own local areas and have minimum access to human made
capital that of resources of the organized industry services sector. In Assam, the revenue
oriented ecological policies have continuously been affecting its ecology and social relations.
Colonial legacy of political ecology in Assam :

During the initial stage of the British rule, the colonialists did not realize any necessity
of conservation of natural resources due to its abundance and people were not restricted

to usage and easy access to natural resources like forests, land and water. But gradually
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the forests, land and water and other natural resources used and enjoyed by the people in
their own localities went under the state interventions with gradual and systematic take
over by the British officials.

Colonial exploitative politics of natural resources, systematic taking over of large
amount of natural resources like forests, land and other resources brought about impacts
on India society in political, social and ecological dimensions, politically intense expansion
of powers of the state generated and these extensive powers of the state over nature led
to the deprivation and decline of the rights of ecosystem people over the natural resources
in their localities. Socially, it brings about curtailment of easy local access and conversion
of traditional pattern of resource usage that led to social conflict between the state and
social groups. The construction and intense commodification of natural resources altered
the ecosystem of respective region and consequences of ecological degradation affected
the local people mostly. Rampant takeover of traditional rights to access and use of natural
resources and various discriminatory and exploitative policies gave rise in hard resistance
movements against the state throughout the colonial period which has been still continuing
in India after the independence. Due to extensive state intervention over natural resources
and state’s discriminatory policies that act as the major source of curtailing rights and
socioeconomic and cultural security of the people inhabiting and carrying body in the
nature for serving the interests of the capitalists class and partial development that does

not serve all round development of the people who play role as protector of nature.

A review on political ecology in the context

of the Lower Subansiri River Dam, Assam:
Ecological impact and socio political consequences of lower Subansiri
Hydroelectric power project dam in Assam:

The construction of lower Subansiri dam, project has been drawing intense attention
along with heated repercussions from different groups, political parties of civil society, for
the probable massive socio-economic-ecological impacts of the construction and operation
of the dam.
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In India, Dams are seen as powerful source of making social changes and economic
advancement and development after the independence. Large Dams can be seen as the
greatest structures among other built by humanity. Large dams serve as powerful symbol
of economic development, modernization, national prestige, social transformation and
human’s dominance over nature. In India, right after the independence, Nehru considered
large dams as the temples of the modern India. In Indian context of economic development,
social change, modernization and industrialization, Large dams acquire a sacred place in
the policy making process of the nation. At the same time the construction and operation
of large dams often draw heated debates, discussion and repercussions between opponents
and proponents. Moreover, there arise questions of serving interests through the construction
and operation of large dams over the rights of the people to the natural resources and
socio ecological impacts affecting both local ecosystem people, over all climate and natural
environment.

Production of hydropower is one of the most significant purposes of the construction
and operation of large dams. Other advantages of large dams are the seasonal or annual
storage of water for human consumption, agriculture, industrial production, flood control
and navigation. Although, there is global and national socio economic importance of large
dams but large dams have often become the focus of intense debate and repercussion due
to its severe ecological and socio economic impacts. It is seen that the advocates of the
construction and operation of dams put emphasis positively on modernization, technological
progress, and water supply in drought prone regions, hydropower generation and flood
control as stimulus for intensifying both regional and national economic development. On
the contrary, opponents put thrust on negative ecological and environmental impacts, aspects
and high socio economic and political costs of unwilling and unfair resettlement and
rehabilitation. In addition to the displaced population, other people including rural people,
farmers, indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities residing at the downstream from the
dam are heavily affected by the construction and operation of the dams. However, the
ecological imbalance caused by the dam-building and over use of natural resources through
the growing capitalism and industrialization has been drawing major attention and issue in

Indian ecological politics. Despite being aware of the negative repercussions and
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consequences of developmental projects like construction of dams, India is bound to
move forward due to modern trend of market economy the propelling India to be part of
it and gain something rather than to detach and lose.

Fast growing population, immigration, urbanization, industrialization, overgrazing
conversion to cultivable lands and other unplanned developmental activities have accelerated
the degradation of ecology. In Assam, the revenue oriented ecological policies have
constantly been affecting its ecology and socio economic and political environment. Inthe
past few years, the trend of degradation and depletion of natural environment have
emboldened the state apparatus for making policies of conservation and sustainability of
natural resources. The 2000 MW lower Subansiri hydroelectric power project, constructed
at Gerukamukh Village in the Dhemaji district of Assam, emerge as a real threat to the
freshwater biodiversity of the downstream of the Subansiri river basin through diversion of
the river, damming and reducing water discharge to the downstream, unique species,
natural habitats as well as the river ecosystem are severely threatened. The people who
depend on freshwater ecosystems for their livelihoods are equally affected. The people
affected by the dam do not directly get benefits and they are denied to access power and
clean water.

The north-east of India is recognized as India’s future powerhouse in 2001. The
central of electricity authority (CEA) India has reported 168 large hydroelectric projects
with a potential 0f 63,328 MW in the Brahmaputra river basin. This contains 22 projects

with potential of 15,191 MW in the subansiri river basin.

Probable negative socio economic and ecological impacts
of The Subansiri River dam in the downstream:

The NHPC has extensively extracted boulders, stones, gravels and sand from the
river basin and done construction of building and roads on the left bank of the river.
Thousands of workers working in the dam site rely on the forest of the area for daily
firewood and food by extensive destruction of vegetation and ecosystems of the area. The
river serves as damping ground for muck, sewage debris. The elephant corridor has been

halted by fencing in the Subansiri reserve forest.
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Environmental impact assessment (EIA) was done only up to 7 km downstream of
the dam. The report of EIA did not record on ornamental fishes, downstream hydrobiology,
endangered species, especially aquatic mammal plantansia gangetica, endemic plant keyia
assamica, vulture spotted in the downstream. There was also no record in the EIA regarding
the three nearby reserve forests, agricultural diversity and socio economic aspects of
downstream dwellers.

Ecological destruction in the dam sites started in 2006 by rampant dumping of muck
into the river in upstream and blasting operation for flow diversion of the river. However,
downstream impacts mainly caused due to changes in flow regime in the downstream and
flow diversion in the upstream and it leads to habitat fragmentation in the downstream due
to flow diversion. Other impacts of the dam on natural ecosystems and biodiversity can be
seen as impact on hydrobiology due to the alteration in the flow regime and discharge
control by damming of the river. Physical, chemical and biological changes in stored water
by damming the river lead to changes in water quality and water temperature that affect
many physical, chemical and biological process at the downstream.

Due to changes in flow regime, water quality, there occurs habited degradation which
leads to loss of breeding ground for threatened fish diversity and fishery production as
obstacle for upstream and downstream migratory fishes. Damming of the lower Subansiri
River, impacts negatively in the downstream on agriculture diversity that includes degradation
of crop fields due to changes in flow regime, water quality and nutrient supply. There is
probability of losing and changing of indigenous rice variety and crops specially the deep

water rice.

Socio-economic impacts of the dam at the downstream:

The downstream riverside dwellers have continued gaining some economic benefits
through fishing, collecting drift wood, commercially valued plants like Imperata Cylindrical,
Saccharummunja, Vetivera Zizanoide, Tamarix Diocia and dairy farms etc. which create a
balance between human usage and the ecology of the river. The cultivable lands are
productive by seasonal flood. Inhabitants of riverside areas use water for drinking, washing,

bathing and agriculture to great extent. Now the dam will cut down these economic benefits
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of'the riverine dwellers. The dam would cause downstream fragmentation, degradation,
changes in water quality and quantity, loss of species etc. the dam would affect the flood
plain residents whose socio-economic condition is related to the river. The dam on the
Subansiri River would halt the natural flood cycles leading to widespread destruction to
ecosystems of flora, fauna, regional economy and the food production affecting the people
depending on the riverside and its flood cycles. This hydroelectric power project will
make severe impact on survival of some species that live and rely on areas of the river
basin. The dam will also contribute to the global warming through trapping nutrients behind
the dam that reduces fertilization of oceanic plankton which keeps carbon dioxide away
from the atmosphere. Storing of water in large dams also affects the local climate. There is
also potential of occurrence of disease like Malaria nearby areas of dam site, like Lakhimpur
and Dhemaji districts of Assam. These areas are Malaria Prone and the formation of
stagnant pools in the downstream courses may cause and increase in the risk of the dieses
like Malaria, as it thrives in stagnant water.

However, the proper study of environmental impact assessment can play vital role in
preventing ecological degradation occurred due to the construction and operation of the
lower Subansiri River dam. There are two major pressure groups like All Assam Students
Union (AASU) and Krishak Mukti Sangram Samitee (KMSS) and the major regional
political party The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), have been talking bold stand and massive
protest against the construction and operation of The lower Subansiri River dam. The
issue draws more attention due to sudden rise of political interest and anti-dam protest
during the election time. Pressure groups, social and environmental activists have been
demanding proper environmental impact assessment, Subansiri river vision, proper plan
for ecological restoration of The Subansiri River and it is recommended that there should
be pre-dam, present-dam, and post-dam ecological survey of The Subansiri River and
this should be accessible to common people riverine dwellers and researchers. Several
resistances in different forms led by different pressure groups along with the local
communities of the dam site continues to assert for the postponement and removal of the
construction of the dam due to probable extensive ecological damage and negative socio-

economic impacts. Heated debates and repercussions between proponents and opponents
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of'the dam have continued to influence the political development and decision making

process of the state apparatus.

CONCLUSION:

The Subansiri River dam should not be the only one that causing massive destruction
to the ecology and arising all the problems to the Mother Nature, because except Subansiri
there are other dams in the country. Instead of some negative impacts of The Dam, there
are also numerous positive aspects in the society, as the dam can play a crucial role in
creating direct and indirect employment, contract, supply, transportation, tourism,
infrastructure development and other related activities that is connected with the development
and welfare of the people. There is also need proper deliberation and environmental impact
assessment on the construction and operation of the dam in a fair way that a fair ecosystem
and ecology in dam site can be restored. There is need to focus on different development
approaches for having good understanding of complexity of large dam debates of the
main proponents and opponents of dam-building. The political ecology of the dam unfolds
a framework for understanding nature and scope of the repercussions between state
apparatus and private technocratic companies on one hand and environmental activists,
pressure groups and affected communities on the other. Regarding the removal and
postponement of the dam construction there is need proper and fair consideration. Dam
construction and operation require transparent information and instance debate by social,
environmental activists, affected people and common masses. However, the guidelines of
the world commission on dams (WCD) put emphasis on equity, efficiency, accountability,
sustainability and participatory decision making. Proper dam designing, site selection like
avoiding dam-building in the main stream and proper river basin management approach
can play an important role in curtailing negative impacts of dam-building and operation. It

can also lead to better balance between socio-economic and ecological accepts. O
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Feminization Of Indian Agriculture:
Trends And Driving Forces

Bikhipta Saikia

Abstract: The term “feminization of agriculture” refers to the growing proportion of
women who work in agricultural in India. The term “feminization of agriculture” often
refers to women’s increased involvement in the agricultural labour sector, whether as
independent producers, unpaid family carers, or wage labourers. Yet, a quantitative increase
in women’s employment participation does not always imply qualitative advancements or
improved working circumstances for them. In their research, several academics claim that
the state’s bigger developmental aims and policies are to blame for the deteriorating working
and employment circumstances. The feminization of agriculture in rural India has been
attempted to be examined, understood, and its numerous policy consequences.

Keywords: feminization, agriculture, workers participation, empowerment.

INTRODUCTION

The prosperity and growth of an economy largely depends on the status and

development of its women as they not only constitute nearly half of its population but also
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influences growth of the remaining half of the population. Agriculture is the largest and
oldest private sector enterprise initiated by women over 10,000 years ago. Agriculture,
the single largest production endeavour in India, contributes 25% of GDP is increasingly
becoming a female activity. Women have been actively involved in operations related to
crop and animal production, as well as in post-harvest processing and marketing. Many
of the activities assigned to women under the traditional gender division of labour involve
great drudgery and hard work. Rural women form the most important productive workforce
in the economy of majority of the developing nations including India. Moreover, several
farm activities traditionally carried out by men are also being undertaken by women as
men are migrated to urban areas. Thus, rural India is witnessing a process, which could be
described as feminization of agriculture. While women have always played a keyrole in
agricultural production, their importance both as workers and as managers of farms has
been growing as an increasing number of men have move to non-farm jobs. Despite
significant contribution of women in the production process, an all-pervasive bias of
development planners in treating them primarily as consumers of social services rather
than producers, kept them away from the development programmes in agriculture and
allied sectors. Women’s role in the agricultural sector increased during the 1960s and has
continued to grow. The term ‘Feminization of Agriculture’ refers to increasing participation
of women in agricultural activities. The phenomenon started during the 1960s with increasing
shares over time. In the 1990s, during liberalization, the phenomenon became more
pronounced.

Few studies (Kanchi, 2010; Kelkar and Wang, 2007; Srivastave, 2011) supported
the notion that feminization is the result of distressed migration and crop production that
results in losses, whereas Rawal and Saha (2015) supported economic liberalisation as a
means of increasing women’s participation in the labour force. Hardikar (2015) revealed
that migration of men in small and marginal groups in Madhya Pradesh put pressure on
women and forced some women farmers to abandon their farms. Several research have
focused on particular regions. Bhandari and Reddy (2015) analysed the circumstances of
migrant and non-migrant households in Uttarakhand and found that there was little to no

capital formation on migrant households’ farms. The work load of women from migrant
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households was heavier than that of non-migrant households. Numerous studies have
been conducted to determine a link between agriculture and suicide and how it affects
families, but they do not provide a conclusive answer about the link between residence
and suicide. However, it does appear that suicide rates are higher in rural than urban areas
in India and other nations with large agricultural populations (GOI 2007). If true, fast
migration, economic difficulties, a lack of social support, isolation, relatively simple access
to fatal means (such as pesticides), and a lack of high-quality resuscitation services would
all be possible causes for the greater suicide rates in rural locations (Wage Indicator Report).

In light of this, one of the main goals of this article is to examine the emergence of
feminization of agriculture in India. The study also tries to examine the trends of work
participation by both male and female labourers in the agriculture sector. Further, this
research aims at studying the major problems faced by female agricultural workers in their

respective fields. Certain policy prescriptions are also been suggested.

DATAAND METHODOLOGY :

The study is based on the secondary sources of data taken from various research
papers, journals, books and reports provided by the government organizations and Census
of India for the years 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011. The survey is conducted over four
decadal census reports. A descriptive and analytical method has been adopted to obtain
the results. The study focuses on analysing the women participation rate and various fields
of agriculture in which the females are engaged to have an idea on the trend and pattern of
feminization of agriculture. The study uses the help of Tables and figures to analyse the
results.

ORIGIN OF FEMINISATION OFAGRICULTURE:

Since the beginning of agriculture, rural women have worked in agricultural production.
Throughout numerous geographical and culturally distinct locales, engagement has taken
many various forms and depths. Throughout the past few decades, women’s labour in
agriculture has gained increased visibility. This is in part because of study and data collection

efforts to more precisely gauge women’s activities in rural areas. But during the past few
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decades, there has also been a trend for women to widen and deepen their involvement in
agricultural production as they take on more and more of the burden of maintaining
households and take advantage of income opportunities in commercial agriculture. While
the percentage of the labour force engaged in agriculture fell over the 1990s, the percentage
of women engaged in agriculture rose, notably in developing nations, according to an
FAO report (1999: 12—13). About half of the labour force is made up of women in
various regions, including Africa and Asia. This pattern has been referred to as the
feminization of agriculture.

Feminization of agriculture, or a rise in the proportion of women working in agriculture,
is aphenomenon that occurred in India after agricultural liberalisation. Unfortunately, this
feminization did not correspond with empowerment because these workers continue to
be paid less than their male counterparts. The states with a higher proportion of agricultural
employees had the smallest variations in gender involvement.

The feminization of agriculture, in its broadest sense, refers to women’s growing
involvement in the agricultural labour force, whether as independent producers, as unpaid
family workers, or as wage workers. Women labour in agricultural processing and packing
facilities as well as in the fields and pastures. Due to the persistent underpayment of women
in the workforce, this problem does not support female empowerment. The percentage of
land used for food grain, per capita income, and land ownership were some of the variables
affecting the participation of women. The administration is now concentrating on gender

budgeting in order to better the condition for women.

FACTORS LEADING TO FEMINISATION OFAGRICULTURE

e Social Mobility and Migration- Reserved for Males: Men in rural India
have sought employment outside of agriculture due to the agrarian crisis and rural hardship
that have plagued the economy for the past few years. Because of this, in the rural belt of
India, men are more prone to migrate and shift from rural to urban areas in quest of better
opportunities, while women are primarily in charge of domestic duties and agriculture.

¢ Gender-Division of Work: Women are more likely to take low-paying, irregular

work, are simple to hire and fire, are perceived as submissive and diligent, and some jobs
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are stereotyped as being performed by women. These aspects have made it possible for
the sector to produce with lower costs and greater capital accumulation.

e Poverty: Due to poverty, women frequently work as domestic workers or
agricultural labourers to help supplement the household’s income. This leads to increase
in female participation in agriculture subsequently leading to feminization of the sector.

e Unfree labour: Unfree labour refers to the various forms of exploitative labour
relations that involve forcing workers to perform tasks against their will. This issue is
particularly common in labor-intensive industries like agriculture, construction, and a number
of manufacturing sectors. The feminization of agriculture is associated with women’s forced
labour; as a result, men are free to migrate, take on employment that are comparably

better paying, and escape social discrimination in the village.

Agriculture Non-agriculture

Census |Male(%) |Female(%) Total Male(%) |Female(%) Total
Year Agricultural Non- agricultural
participation (%) participation (%)

1981 66.3 82.6 70.3 33.7 17.8 29.7

1991 60.9 82.4 67.2 39.1 17.6 32.8

2001 51.9 71.8 58.4 48.1 28.2 41.6

2011 49.8 65.1 54.5 50.1 349 45.5

Table 1: Work participation in agricultural and non-agricultural sectors by gender.
Source: Census (1981, 1991, 2001, 2011)

TRENDS OF WORK PARTICIPATION BY GENDER :

From 1991 to 2011, there was a significant expansion in non-agricultural activities as
aresult of economic liberalisation. While female participation doubled from 17.6% to
34.0% during 1991 to 2011, male engagement in non-agricultural activities grew from
39.1% to 50.1% during the same period. According to this, 65% of women are dependent
on agriculture even if 50% of men work in non-agricultural occupations. Male participation

in non-agricultural activities increased after liberalisation, compared to female participation.
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The table depicts that over the years the participation of both male and female workers

in agricultural sector has decreased gradually but the female workers has been contributing

on a large scale as compared to the male workers. In 1991, about 82.4% of the female

workers had contributed against 60.9% of male workers. The contribution has decreased
to 65.1% of the female workers while the male workers contributed only 49.8% till 2011.

MAJOR CONSTRAINTS :

Lack of Institutional Credit: Women farmers who lack land ownership are unable
to apply for institutional loans from banks since banks often view land as collateral.

Non-recognition: Women produce between 60 and 80 percent of the food and 90
percent of the dairy products, respectively, according to Oxfam India. But, the work
that women farmers do at home, managing their livestock, or cultivating crops sometimes
goes unappreciated.

Lack of Property Rights: In general, women do not receive land rights in their
names. Because of this, women in the family have less negotiating leverage than the
male members who own the property.

Contract farming: Because they do not have solid control over their land, family
labour, and other resources necessary to ensure the delivery of a consistent flow of
produce, female farmers are typically excluded from current contract farming
arrangements.

Lack of Training: Given their enormous numbers, government efforts to provide
them with training in rural handicrafts and poultry apiculture are insignificant.
Innovation in Agriculture: Women may lose their jobs when new technology is
developed to automate certain manual labour since they frequently perform the manual
tasks and also because of their low skill level.

Poor access to Resource and Inputs: Women typically have less access to resources
and contemporary inputs, including as seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides, compared to
men. This is because women farmers in India experience a significant amount of gender
discrimination.
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POLICY AND PROGRAMMES

¢ The increase in budgetary support for female farmers has not kept pace with the rise in
the number of women working in agriculture. For each programme, women should
receive an adequate allotment.

¢ By enhancing information access and knowledge sharing through the click of a button,
ICT led extension will be a revolutionary method to changing the lives of women farmers.

o A few of the steps the government has taken to create an environment where women
can contribute to their fullest potential and increase their income include improving
access to land by introducing “joint pattas” for both cultivable and homestead land,
creating multiple livelihood opportunities through crop-livestock farming systems,
agroprocessing, etc., and providing timely credit through Kisan Credit Card.

¢ [t’s important to consider gender issues. The government has taken some initiatives
related to gender mainstreaming, such as introducing “prowomen initiatives’ to assist
women in obtaining the benefits of all beneficiary-oriented elements of various
programmes, schemes, and missions, focusing on the creation of women Self Help
Groups (SHGs), and reserving 30% of funds for women under various major schemes/
programs and development interventions.

CONCLUSION:

Feminization of agriculture occurred mainly due to migration of male work force from
agriculture. However, this phenomenon does not get consistent with women empowerment
as women workforce are always underpaid. After liberalization of the Indian economy,
while almost half of the male workforce got engaged in non-agriculture sector, in case of
female counter part only 35% of total workforce engaged in non-agricultural sector. Women
mainly dominate livestock sector. Proportion of land utilized for food grain, per capita
income, land holdings were some of the factors which were determining the women’s
participation. Among those variable poverty had a non-linear relationship with participation
of female in workforce. Gender discrimination, gender biased against women, lack of

refinement of technology for women, limited access to resource and inadequate access to
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market are some of the factors which impeding women'’s contribution to agriculture. In
order to improve the situation for women, government are now focusing on gender
budgeting. Besides women’s participation in research work had been encouraging to

develop technology which will be suitable for the use of women. O
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